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PREFACE. 



Nearly twelve months ago, I announced by circulars, my intention of 
publishing in eight quarterly parts, a work illustrative of the coinage of our 
Anglo-Saxon kings. 

The expense which such an undertaking would have entailed upon me, 
was greater than I should wish to have incurred without reasonable prospects 
of success, and when the first part was ready for the printer, and the plates 
which were intended to illustrate it engraved, I found the number of sub- 
scribers so much less than 1 had anticipated, that 1 judged it most prudent 
to abandon this scheme. 

It occurred to me, however, that the objections which many persons 
entertain, (and I must confess with much reason), against periodical 
publication, would not apply to a series of essays, each complete in itself, 
and independent of the rest. This plan, therefore, I resolved to adopt, and 
it is satisfactory to me to know, that it is approved by all those of my 
subscribers to whom i£ has been mentioned. 

In the following pages, the numismatic history of East Anglia^ that part 
of my subject which presents the greatest difficulties, and is involved in the 
greatest obscurity, is proposed to be discussed ; and if this, my first essay, 
be favourably received, it will be followed immediately by one on the coins 
of North-Humbria, and by others on the coins of Mercia, Kent, and Wessex, 
at intervals as short as my b'ttle leisure time will permit. 



Yiii PREFACE. 

A few vignettes copied from other works are given with the letter-press, 
representing coins which are not now known to exist, or are buried in the 
Hunterian Museum. All the coins figured in the five plates which accom- 
pany and illustrate this essay, have been drawn by myself, from impressions 
furnished or permitted to be taken by the possessors. The originals exist 
in the collections of 

WM. ASSHETON, Esq., (PI. V. 8.) 

WM. BAYFIELD, Esq., (PL III. 1.) 

J. D. CUFF, Esq., (PL I. 6, 6, 12, 13. PL II. 6, 8, 9. PL III. 9, 10.) 

REV. T. F. DYMOCK, (PL I. 4, 11. PL III. 9.) 

J. KENYON, Esq., (PL 1. 10.) 

C. W. LOSCOMBE, Esq., (PL II. 4, 6.) 

W. H. SHEPPARD, Esq., (PL II. 12.) 

J. A. WIGAN, Esq., (PL II. 11.) And in the 

BRITISH MUSEUM, (PL 1. 1, 2, 8, 7, 8, 9, 14. PL II. 1, 2, 3, 7, 10. 

PL III. 2, 8. PL IV. 1 to 8, 11, 12. PL V. 1, 2, 4 to 9.) 

And I take this opportunity of thankfully acknowledging my obligations 
to these gentlemen, and to Edward Hawkins and W. S. W. Vaux, Esqrs., of 
the British Museum, for the assistance they have thus rendered me. In the 
collection of materials for the illustration of this subject, and in the delinea- 
tion of the coins which appear in my plates, I have spared no pains. I am 
not so sanguine as to expect that all my readers will assent to every thing 
here advanced, but to those who may differ from me, I trust the accuracy of 
my plates will be some guarantee, that truth has been the object of my 
researches also. 

DANIEL HENRY HAIGH. 
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^ntitnt Wiinqttom of tl^t ^Mt ^nqUii. 



Although there is good reason to suppose, that the district which now 
comprises the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, was occupied by numerous 
colonies of the Anglo-Saxon race, even before the dangers which threatened 
the empire of the Romans at home obliged them to abandon their insular 
possessions, we cannot assign an earlier date than the middle of the sixth 
century of the Christian sera, to the foundation of the kingdom of the 
East- Angles. 

GUILLEM GUECHA is stated, in the genealogies appended to Nennius, 
to have been their first king : of this individual no mention occurs in the 
Saxon chronicles. He was the sixth in descent from Woden, and the father 
of UUFFA, whose reign is believed to have commenced a. d. 671. From 
him the East- Anglian race derived the patronymic, which was applied to 
them long after the succession of their kings had ceased, * Uffingas.' The 
names of those who successively held the sceptre of this kingdom, during the 
following century, have been handed down to us by the Venerable Bede : 

B 
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586.— TYTILI, son of Uuffa. 

REDWALD, son of Tytili. He gradually acquired the supremacy 

of all the South-Humbrian kingdoms, and is accounted the third 

Bretwalda.* 
624.— EORPWALD, son of Redwald. He was killed in 628, and after an 

interregnum of three years, 
631.— SIGEBERHT, his half-brother, and 

EGRIC, brother of Redwald, divided the kingdom. The former 

retired to a monastery in 633, leaving Egric in sole possession. Two 

years later, Penda, king of the Mercians, invaded East-Anglia ; 

Sigeberht was dragged from his cell to the battle-field, where, 

refusing to fight, he fell along with Egric. 
635, — ANNA, son of Eni, Redwald's brother, succeeded Sigeberht and Egric, 

and met with the same fate. He was attacked by Penda, and slain in 
654. — ^THELHERE, his brother, succeeded him. He submitted to Penda, 

joined him in his invasion of North-Humbria, and was killed in battle 

against Oswiu in 
655. — -SITHELWALD, his brother, was probably his successor. 
680. — ALDUULF, son of ^thelhere, occurs about this time. He was 

succeeded by his brother 

^LFWALD. 

At the end of the seventh century, the kingdom of the East- Angles had 
lost much of the importance which it possessed at its commencement. Indeed 
from the date of Anna's death, and ^thelhere's submission without a strug-* 
gle to Penda, until the reign of ^thelberht, it seems to have continued in a 
state of vassalage to the power of the Mercian princes. For this reason, the 
succession of its kings during the greater part of the eighth century is lost^ 
and its history during that period is only to be gathered from a few scattered 
notices in the Norman chronicles. 

The East- Anglian genealogy in Nennius ends thus, ^' Aldul who begat 
Elric." ^ Elric/ therefore, may have reigned in East-Anglia about the begin- 
ning of the eighth century. 

* This name, signifying literally ' Emperor of Britain' was applied to those soyeieigns of the several 
Anglo-Saxon states who from time to time acquired paramount authority and influence over their contempo- 
raries. They were: 1. JElt^a, King of the South Saxons. 2. ^thblbbrbt. King of Kent 3. Rbdwald, 
King of the East- Angles. 4. Eadwin, 6. Oswald, 6. Oswiu, Kings of the North-Hnmbrians. 7. £thb]> 
BALD, King of the Mercians. 8. Ecobborht, King of the West Saxons. 
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Simeon of Durham, and the Chronicle of Mailros state, that * Hunbeanna' 
and ^Albert' succeeded 'Alfvrold/ and divided the kingdom between them. 
John of Bromton calls the latter ' Ethelbert.' 

Henry of Huntingdon, and the Chronicle of Mailros record the death of 
* Selred/ king of the East- Angles, about a, n. 747, In most of the chronicles 
he is called king of the East-Saxons, but as an * Ethelred,' king of the East- 
Angles, is mentioned in ^Flores Historiarum' a. d. 743, he and 'Selred' 
may be the same person. 

Florence of Worcester, and Alured of Beverley, mention * Beom * as 
reigning in East-Anglia, cotemporary with Offa, king of the Mercians, 
Swithred of the East-Saxons ; and Osmund of the South-Saxons ; i. e. about 
A. D. 760. By some authors, this ' Beom ' has been supposed to be the 
same person as 'Hunbeanna' above-mentioned; but the dates do not 
appear to agree. 

According to Alured, *Edelred' succeeded *Beom.' 



No coins have yet appeared which can with certainty be attributed to 
any of the above-named kings of the East- Angles. I reserve the consider- 
ation of those which have been thought to belong to Alduulf, and to Beorn, 
for a separate essay on those early coins to which the name of Sceattas 
has been given by English numismatists. 



^THELBERHT succeeded his father Ethelred, on the throne of 
East-Anglia. The date of his accession is not clearly ascertained. From 
the terms in which he is mentioned by the old chroniclers, ( Florence of 
Worcester, in particular, calls him, ^'gloriosissimus et sanctissimus rex Orient- 
alium Anglorum ^gelbrihtus") ; and from the fact that he successfully 
maintained the independence of his paternal dominions against the preten- 
sions of Offa, king of the Mercians, then at the zenith of his power ; it is clear 
that he was a prince of no ordinary talents and chracter. Treachery accom- 
plished what force could not ; under the pretext of a matrimonial alliance he 
was invited to the court of Mercia in 793, and his assassination there has 
stamped indelible disgrace on the memory of the otherwise great and 
glorious Offa. 

The numismatic history of East-Anglia commences with the reign of 
^thelberht. The only specimen of his money which is known has on the 
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obverse the royal bust to the right, with the legend +EDILBERHT, hh h ; 
on the reverse a wolf suckling two children in an oblong beaded compart-^ 
ment, the word REX above. (PL I. fig. 1.) This coin first appeared in the 
collection of Mr. Lindegreen, and was eventually purchased by the Trustees 
of the British Museum at the sale of Mr. Barker's coins, for £1. 8s. The 
price was very low for a unique coin, but, unfortunately, doubts were 
entertained of its genuineness, arising, (very probably), not. so much from 
the peculiarity of its type and workmanship, as from the fact that its original 
possessor was a friend of the notorious forger, John White ; and that the 
attention of Dr. Pegge, who first published it, was drawn to it by White 
himself. My own conviction is, that this piece is perfectly genuine, and 
it is founded on the following considerations. 

In the first place, the workmanship is as different from that of White's 
known forgeries as can well be conceived. In fact it resembles that of Offa's 
earliest and most beautiful coins, with the weight of which it also exactly 
corresponds. 

Next, as to the type ; — the portrait on the obverse, even in the plaiting 
of the hair, resembles those of Offa ; and a penny of that prince formerly in 
the Duke of Devonshire's collection, now in the British Museum, has the 
type of its reverse treated in the same manner as on this piece ; i. e. enclosed 
in an oblong beaded compartment. The Runic letters h h h , which accom- 
pany the king's name on the obverse, represent the name of a moneyer, 
LVL, which occurs on the coins of Offa and Coenuulf. 

The wolf and twins, a device of Roman origin, is found on sceattas which 
exist in two or three collections, as well as on this penny ; nor are these the 
only instances of imitations by the Anglo-Saxon moneyers, of the types of 
Roman coins. There is a very common reverse on the money of some of 
the later emperors, two figures seated on a throne together, and above them 
a victory with wings outspread ; and this is copied on an early gold coin in 
Mr. Loscombe's cabinet, on a sceatta in the Bodleian Library, on a fine 
penny of Ceoluulf 11. in Mr. Assheton's collection, and on an equally 
curious penny of uncertain appropriation in the possession of Dr. Moore. 
These four are still more remarkable examples of imitated types than the 
coin now before us. 

By those numismatists who have admitted its genuineness, this coin has 
been assigned to ^thelberht II, King of Kent ; but the various features of 
resemblance which I have pointed out, between it and some of the coins of 
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Offa, seem to prove that it is of much later date ; and iBthelberht of East- 
Anglia appears to have much stronger claims to it» than any other king of 
the name. Mr. Lindsay very aptly remarks that " my reasons for assigning 
it to East-Anglia, seem also to warrant its genuineness ; as, in general, a 
forger would be more apt to consider one remarkable point, than a number 
of minute and less obvious ones," * 

The murder of ^thelberht was a fatal blow to the independence of East- 
Anglia, and for thirty years afterwards it remained subject, but by no means 
passively so, to the power of Mercia. It is recorded in the Saxon chronicle, 
that the East- Angles sought the protection of Ecgbeorht, king of the West 
Saxons, in 823, and that in 825 they defeated and slew, in two successive 
battles, Beomuulf and Ludica, kings of the Mercians. In this, their struggle 
for independence, they were led by a king of their own. 

With the exception of these brief notices, the history of East-Anglia, from 
793 to 855, (the date of Eadmund's accession), is a complete blank ; and all 
written record of the names of those who successively swayed its sceptre has 
perished. During this dark period we have no light to guide us, from 
chronicle or charter ; but in the absence of these we have a series of coins 
which from many concurrent circumstances appear to be East- Anglian ; and 
their evidence will be found to be of the highest importance in tracing the 
succession of the kings of the East-Angles^ Of these coins the first to be 
noticed bear the name of 

EADWALD. 

1. EADVALDREX. In three lines. 

EADNOD. In a quatrefoil. PI. I. fig. 2. 










2. +EADVALD REX. In three lines. 

VINTRED. In a cruciform compartment. 

* View of Anglo-Saxon Coinage, p. 60. 
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The first of these is in the British Museum, the second in the Hunterian 
Museum at Glasgow; a duplicate of the former has recently been 
discovered, the latter is unique. They have hitherto been placed at the 
head of the Mercian series, and been assigned, (in my opinion, errone- 
ously), to ^thelbald, the almost immediate predecessor of Offa. The great 

J 

difference between the names Eadwald and ^thelbald is of itself sufficient 
to overturn this appropriation ; and when these coins are compared with 
some of the latest of Offa, and of Coenuulf, which resemble them in type, 
or bear the names of the same moneyers, the conclusion is inevitable, that 
the prince by whose authority they were issued, was reining about the 
time of Offa's death and Coenuulfs accession. When it is further consi- 
dered that on these coins of Offa and of Coenuulf, (as well as one of Ceoluulf, 
figured in Hall's plates), the moneyer is LVL, a name which occurs on 
iBthelberht's unique penny ; and that the name EADNOTH occurs on 
many coins, undoubtedly East- Anglian, which will presently be noticed ; 
there is little room to doubt that Eadwald was a king of the East-Angles. 

We have next an extensive series of coins bearing the name of— 
iETHELSTAN. 

1. EDELSTAN RE. Royal bust to the left. 

-I-EADGAR MON. A cross croslet. PL I. fig. 3. 

2. +EDELSTAN REX. Bust to the right. 
-I-EADNODMONET. A cross croslet. PI. I. fig. 4. 

3. +EDELSTAN REX. Bust to the right. 

-HEADGAR MONETA. In four lines. PI. I. fig. 6. 

4. + EDELSTAN REX. Bust to the right. 

+MONN MONETA. A star of eight rays, a pellet between each ray. 

PL I. fig. 6. 

5. +EDELSTANI. Letter A. 

MOM +MOME TA. In three lines. PL I. fig. 7. 

6. +EDELSTAN. Letter A. 

+REXANG. Letter w. PL L fig. 8. 

7. +EDELSTNI. Letter A. 

+RERNNER. A pellet in a circle. PL L fig. 9. 

8. EDELSTANI. Letter A. 

-»-EARIADDMO.* (Retrograde.) A cross. PL I. fig. 10. 

.* This blundered legend I read, -{-EADNODMO, R sUnding for D, and I A for N. 
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9. +EDELSTANI. Letter A. 

+TORHTHELM. A cross, a wedge in each angle. PL I. fig. 1 1. 

10. +EDELSTANL Letter A. 

+TORHTHELM. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PI. L fig. 12. 

11. +EDELSTANL Letter A. 

+TORHTHELM. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL L fig. 13. 

12. +EDELSTANL (Retrograde.) Letter A. 
+EADNODMO. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL L fig. 14. 

13. +EDELSTANL Letter A. 

+ MONN MONETA. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL IL fig. 1. 

14. +EDELSTANL Letter A. 

+EADNODMON. A star, formed by a saltire on a plain cross. 

PL n. fig. 2. 

15. +EDEI£TANL Across. 

+EADNODMON. Same type. PL IL fig. 3. 

16. AEDELSTAN RE. A cross. 

TVDVWINE MO. Same type. PL IL fig. 4. 

17. +EADELSTAN. A cross, a pellet in each angle. 

+MON MONET. A cross. PL II. fig. 6. 

18. AEDILSTANR. A cross, a pellet in each angle. 

MON MONET. A cross. PL II. fig. 6. 

19. AIEDELSTANRE. A cross, a pellet in each angle. 

+MON MONET. Same type. PL IL fig. 7. 

20. AEDEI^TANRE. a cross, a wedge in each angle. 
TVDVWINEMO. Same type. PL IL fig. 8. 

21. AEDILSTAN REX. A cross, a wedge in each angle. 
EDILHELM MON. A pellet in the centre of four detached limbs of 

a cross, a wedge in each angle. PL II. fig. 9. 

22. +EDELSTAN RE. A cross, a wedge in each angle. 
+EADGAR MONE. Same type. PL II. fig. 10. 

23. +EDELSTAN RE. A cross, a wedge in each angle. 
+EADGAR MONE. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL II. fig. 1 1. 

24. +EBELSTANRE. A cross, a wedge in each angle. The same 

l^end and type repeated on the reverse. PL IL fig. 12. 

The above form two classes, very dissimilar in workmanship : 

I. Those with the head, Nos. 1 to 4. 

II. Those without the head, Nos. 5 to 24. 
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The reverse type of No. 5 resembling that of No. 3 ; the reverse legend of 
No. 13, expressed in the same characters as that of No. 4 ; and the names of 
the moneyers, EADGAR, EADNOTH, and MONN ; are so many links 
connecting the two classes, and proving that they belong to the same prince. 

The coins of the second class, (Nos. 5 to 24), were formerly assigned to 
the Danish leader Guthrun, who, at his baptism in 878, received the name 
of ^thelstan ; but, from what follows, it will appear that they are of much 
earlier date. 

In a hoard of nearly 700 Anglo-Saxon pennies, found at Dorking 
in 1817,* the bulk, (upwards of 500), belonged to the West-Saxon kings 
^theluulf and ^thelbearht; the remainder were coins of their cotem- 
poraries, kings of the Mercians, of ^thelweard and Eadmund, kings 
of the East- Angles, and of archbishop Ceolnoth ; and as there was not a 
single coin of their successors, ^thelred or Mlired, or necessarily of later 
date than 866, in which year ^thelbearht died, the concealment of this 
treasure must have taken place during his reign. 

In a smaller parcel, found at Sevington in 1834,t there were coins of 
Ecgbeorht and ^theluulf, kings of the West-Saxons ; Coenuulf, Ceoluulf, 
and Berhtuulf, kings of the Mercians ; Uulfred and Ceolnoth, archbishops 
of Canterbury ; but none later ; these must therefore have been concealed 
before the accession of ^thelbearht in 860. 

Another large hoard, discovered at Gravesend in 1839,;]: contained coins 
of ^theluulf and iEthelred, Ceoluulf and Burgred, ^thelweard and 
Eadmund, and Ceolnoth ; and as there was found amongst them only a 
single specimen of -Wilfred's earliest coinage, they were probably interred 
soon after his accession in 871. 

In each of these parcels there were some coins of ^thelstan ; (Nos. 16 
and 17 are from Sevington, Nos. 13 and 19 from Gravesend); and as 
Guthrun did not receive that name until 878, twelve years after the death 
of ^thelbearht, and seven after the accession of Alfred, it is quite impos- 
sible that they can belong to him. 

A careful examination of the tjrpes of these coins will alone enable us to 
ascertain the time when they were issued ; and those which have the royal 
bust on their obverse, and are apparently earlier than the rest, will first 
come under consideration. 

No. 1. — ^The type and the name of the money er on the reverse of this 

* Archffiologia, vol. six, p. 109. t Archeologia, vol. xxvii, p. 801. 

t Numismatic Chrozucle, vol. iii, p. 14. 
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piece are exactly the same as those on a coin of Ludica, king of the Mer- 
cians, in Mr. Wigan's cabinet, and the workmanship of both is so strikingly 
similar, that no one who has seen them can doubt that the dies from which 
they were struck were engraved by the same hand. 

No. 2. — Here we have the same type and the same moneyer's name as 
on a coin of Beomuulf in the British Museum, and on one of Ludica in Mr. 
CuflTs collection, and the workmanship, which is better than that of No. 1, 
is of the same character on all three. 

Other coins of Beomuulf have the cross-croslet on the reverse, with the 
name of the moneyer, MONNA, who is doubtless the same person as 
MONN on No. 4, and on many coins of the second class. 

So perfect a resemblance in every respect, will fully warrant the con- 
clusion that ^thelstan was reigning about the year 825, and that he was in 
some manner nearly connected with Beomuulf and Ludica. That these 
coins are of East- Anglian origin is proved by their connection with those 
which remain to be discussed. I conclude, therefore, that that king of the 
East-Angles who sought the protection of Ecgbeorht in 823, who with his 
assistance rescued his country from the Mercian yoke, and defeated and 
slew in battle Beomuulf in 824, and Ludica in the following year, was 
^thelstan. The money ers who had been employed by the Mercian kings, 
whilst East-Anglia was subject to their power, would doubtless continue to 
use the same types, merely changing the name of the king. 

No. 3. — This coin somewhat resembles those of Ceoluulf, Beomuulf, and 
Ludica, which have WERBALD MONE in three lines on their reverses, 
and may be supposed to be of nearly th^ same date. 

No. 4. — There is in the British Museum a coin of iEtheluulf, king of 
the West Saxons, which has on its obverse the type which we observe on 
the reverse of this piece. 

I have already said that the second class of ^thelstan's coins, (those 
without the head), are of very different design, and that they were probably 
minted at a later period. This, I think, will appear from a comparison of 
some of their types with those of the West-Saxon kings Ecgbeorht and 
iEtheluulf. 

A coin of the latter has precisely the same type, a cross with a 

wedge-like mark in each angle, on its obverse and reverse, as Nos. 20, 

22, and 24. Several coins of both these princes have the same device 

on their reverses only. Two coins of ^theluulf have on their reverses 

c 
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a saltire on a plain cross, as on No. 14 ; and several others a cross with 
a pellet in each angle, as on Nos. 12 to 15, 17 to 19, and 21. These 
several points of resemblance lead me to infer that ^thelstan was a cotem- 
porary of iBtheluulf. 

Again, the types of several of these coins, and particularly the letter A 
which appears on Nos. 5 to 14, connect them with those which will shortly 
be noticed of Beorhtric, iBthelweard, Eadmund, and Oswald. This letter, 
when found on the obverse of any coins of this period, is the initial of 
' Anglorum,' and indicates the kingdom to which they belong, as surely as 
does the letter M on the money of several Mercian princes. The coins of 
iBthelred and Eanred, kings of North-Humbria, and of Vigmund, arch- 
bishop of York, some of which are impressed with the letter A, and others 
with M, are exceptions to this rule ; but it is evident that these are examples 
of types copied from other coins without regard to their signification. On 
No. 6 also, the letter A is made to bear a different meaning ; for here the 
title REXANG lorufn, on the reverse, is a continuation of the obverse 
legend, and A, on the obverse, appears in connection with \m on the 
reverse* — ^the expressive symbols of our Saviour's eternity. There are 
many coins of the West-Saxon and Mercian kings which have an A in the 
field of the reverse, not connected, as on those of the East- Anglian princes, 
with the royal name and title on the obverse. In some future publication 
I shall be able to shew, that in every instance where this letter so occurs, it 
hs^ a peculiar meaning. 

On No. 5 we have a curious instance of the caprice of the moneyer, in 
the repetitions of the letter M, designed, no doubt, to give a sort of uni- 
fonnity to the type. 

On No. 24, we have the name and title of the king on both sides. This is 
not usual, and I think that in this instance, as in some others which occur in 
the series of the North-Humbrian stycas, it is the result of error in the use of 
two obverse dies, rather than of design. 

On ^thelstan's earlier coins we have the moneyers EADGAR, EAD- 
NOTH, and MONN. All these names appear on the money of Beomuulf 
and Ludica, and one of them on a penny of Eadwald. 

* I haTe for some time had in my possession a cast, which, from the character of its workmanship, I 
helieve to have been taken from, a genuine coin. It has no beaded circle round the A and va^, and in this 
respect differs from all the varieties of the type which hare occurred to me. I mention this, in the hope that 
should such a coin exist, its possessor will have the kindness to forward me an impression, and afford me the 
opportunity of haying it engraved in my supplemental plates. 
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On his later coins we find, besides these three, the following, 
ETHILHELM, TORHTHELM, and TVDVWINE. The first and last 
of these appear on the coins of ^thelweard. 

On the reverse of No. 7, and two similar coins, these legends occur, 
ERNWER, ERONWER, and RERNNER. These are evidently blundered, 
and it is difficult to say what names they were intended to r^^resent. 

Here the question will be asked, Who was this ^thelstan, appearing by 
his coins to have been cotemporary, at one period of his reign, with Beomuulf 
and Ludica, at another with ^theluulf, and at another, nearly so with 
Beorhtric, ^thelweard and Eadmund ? I believe he was that brother or son 
of ^theluulf,* who is mentioned in the Saxon chronicles as having been 
appointed, on the death of Ecgbeorht, deputy sovereign of the kingdoms 
which the latter had subdued, Kent, Essex, Surrey and Sussex, and who 
died in 852. This conjecture is based upon the coincidence in the supposed 
dates of the coins, with those of iBthelstan's life and death. None of these 
coins, however, can be considered as of Kentish origin, nor does the name 
of any of iBthelstan's moneyers occur amongst those of -Stheluulf or Ceol- 
noth ; they all belong indisputably to East-Anglia, and will be found in the 
sequel to furnish an important clue to the history of that kingdom. 

BEORHTRIC, probably, was iEthelstan's successor. A unique penny 
of his coinage is preserved in the Hunterian Museum. 











1. + BEORHTRIC REX. Letter A. 

+ I + ECCHARD. A cross, a pellet in each angle. 

* The question whether he was the son of Bcgbeorht or of Athelnulf, is involved in some doubt. In the 
Chronicles of Mailros and of Hoveden, he b said to have been the son of Ecgbeorht; in those of Ethelwerd, 
Asser, Florence of Worcester, and in the " Flores Historiarum/' of At&elualf. Ethelwerd was of the royal 
family of Wessex, Asser the confidential friend of Mitred, and Florence of Worcester's Chronicle and the 
" Flores Historiamm" may generally be relied on; it appears, therefore, more probable that these anthorities 
are right in this particular. See Sir F. Palgreve's " Rise and Progress of the English Commonwealth," Vol. ii, 
pp. ccxli and cdxxi. ; (a work which has been of great service to me in the course of my researches In Anglo- 
Saxon history). 
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No other is now known, but one is figured in Hall's Plates and in Sir 
A. Fountaine's Tables, which differs in some respects from this. 









2. +BEORMIRIC REX. Letter A. 

+ EELHEARD. A Cross, three pellets in each angle. 

And in Speed's " History of Great Britain," there is one with the same 
legends as this last, but with two pellets on each side the letter A, on the 
obverse. So many of the coins figured in Hall's Plates have re-appeared 
of late years,* that I have some hope that this also will come to light. The 
correct reading of the legends, I think, will be found to be BEORHTRIC 
REX. ECCHEARD. This name, ECCHARD or ECCHEARD, is 
found on no other Saxon coin. 

There is no record of any Beorhtric in connection with the history of 
East-Anglia ; but it appears from two charters of Berhtuulf, king of the 
Mercians, printed in the '^ Codex Diplomaticus " of the English Historical 
Society ,t that he had a son of that n^me, and as these coins appear to be of 
nearly the same date as those of iBthelstan, iBthelweard, and Eadmund, it is 
possible that he may be the individual in jvhose name they were issued. But 
how could a sovereign of the then declining kingdom of Mercia, have so 
much influence in East- Anglian affairs, as to have a son sitting on the throne 
of that kingdom. This is a problem which, for want of evidence, I am 
unable to solve. 

These coins, and those of ^thelweard which follow, were formerly 
attributed to Beorhtric, a. d. 786, and ^thelheard, a. d. 728, kings of the 
West-Saxons. Those of ^thelweard were first removed from the West- 

* Several of these were found in the Dake of Devonthire's collection, when it was submitted to public 
competition in 1844. 

t Nos. ccxLii. and gcltiii. Charters granted to the bishop of Worcester, a. d. 840 and 845, attested 
by " Berhtric Alius regis/' « Codex Diplomaticus (Eri Sazonici," toI. ii, pp. 5 and 26. 
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Saxon series, to this, their true place, (as is evident to any one who will 
compare them with those of Eadmund), by Dr. Combe in his account of the 
Dorking discovery; and those of Beorhtric by Mr. Lindsay, in one of a 
series of papers published some years ago in the Gentleman's Magazine.* 
These restitutions have been generally assented to by Etiglish numismatists, 
and I observe that M. Lelewel has, on the same grounds, i. e. the identity of 
their types and the names of their moneyers with those of Eadmund's 
coins, arrived at the same conclusion.t 

AETHELWEARD'S coins present the following varieties of legend and 
type :— 

1. +EDELOARO REX. A cross-croslet. 

+TVICA MONET. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PI. III. fig. 1. 

2. EDELWARD rex. a cross, a crescent in each angle. 
AEDELHELM. a cross, a pellet in each angle. PL III. fig. 2. 

3. EDELWARD REX. A cross, a crescent in each angle. 
AEDELHELM. A cross, a wedge in each angle. PI. III. fig. 3. 

4. AEDELWEARD REX. Letter A. 

+ EADMVNDMN. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL III. fig. 4. 

5. + EDELWARD REX. Letter A. 

+DVDDA MONE. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL III. fig. 5. 













6. +ED WARD REX. Letter A. 

DVD ^AMONE. A cross, a pellet in each angle. 

7. +AEDELWEARDRE. Letter A. 

RAEXENEBE M. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PI. IIL fig. 6. 

8. +AEDELWEARDRE. Letter A. 

+TVDVWLNE M. A cross, a wedge in each angle. PI. IIL fig. 7. 

• Vol. xcTii. (1827. Pt I.) t " Numinnattque da Moyen Age." Pt. 11. pp. 8 and 18. 
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9. and 10. +EDELWEARD REX. A cross issuing from two con- 
joined annulets. 
TWICGAMON. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PI. III. figs. 8 & 9. 
iEthelweard's moneyere are, AETHELHELM, DVDDA, EADMVND, 
RAEXENEBE, TVDVWINE, and TWICGA. The first, third, and last 
of these appear on Eadmund's coins, and the first and fifth have been already 
noticed on those of ^thelstan. 

EADMUND was bom in 841, ascended the throne in 855, on the 
festival of Our Lord's Nativity, and was crowned on the same day in the 
following year. He was murdered by the Danes, was esteemed a martyr, 
and canonized very shortly after his death. 

This is all that is known of him with certainty ; his origin, and the 
history of his early years are recorded only in mediaeval legends, in which 
truth and error are so mingled that it is difficult to separate them. 

The legend given by Capgrave relates, that '^ Eadmund was a son of 
Alkmund, king of the Old Saxons, and of Siwara his queen ; and that Offa, 
after the death of Ecgfrith, apprehending that his line would fiadl, appointed 
Eadmund as his successor." * 

The following curious story is taken from a MS. preserved in the Library 
of Caius College, Cambridge.t " Four persons, not related, and of different 
countries, meeting in a forest, swore to be wedded brethren. Their names 
were Athelstane, Wymound, Egeland, and Alrike. The first, who was of 
royal blood, afterwards became king, and then sent for his three brethren. 
He made Wymound earl of Doune, (his residence is afterwards said to have 
been at Dover) ; on Egeland he conferred the earldom of Stane, with the 
hand of his sister Odyth or Edyve ; to Alrike the archbishopric of Canter- 
bury, then falling vacant, was given. Some time afterwards, Wymound 
accused Egeland and his wife of plotting against the life of the king. They 
proved their innocence by the fiery ordeal, and soon after this, Edyve gave 
birth to a son whom thev called Edemound." 

Abbo Floriacensis, in his biography of S. Eadmund. written by him from 
the relation of S. Dunstan, (who in his turn had received the story in his 
youth, at the court of iBthelstan, from the sword-bearer of the royal 
martyr), omits all particulars of his early days, merely stating that he was 
" ex Antiquorum Saxonum nobili prosapia oriundus." 

* Palgrave, vol. il, p, 299. t Hartshorne's " Metrical Tales." 
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The legends of the mediaeval saints, however corrupted, will seldom be 
found to be pure inventions; and I am persuaded that neither of those 
quoted above, although the first contains gross anachronisms, and the second 
irreconcileable difficulties, is altogether fictitious. 

With respect to the first : Offa died half a year before his son Ecgfrith, 
and forty-five years before the birth of Eadmund, and there was no king of 
the Old Saxons named Alkmund. These facts seem fatal to the authority of 
this story. There was, however, an Alchmund, king of Kent, cotemporary 
with Offa ; he was father of Ecgbeorht, and though he reigned in Kent, was 
a Saxon, a descendant of Cerdic, and so nearly allied to the royal family of 
Wessex, that his son Ecgbeorht was considered as having a better claim to 
the throne, which he afterwards obtained, than Beorhtric who occupied it 
from 784 to 800. There was also an Eadmund reigning in Kent during the 
life of Offa ; he is known to us by a charter, (somewhat corrupted),* and^nay 
well have been a son of Alchmund. It is very probable, that the monk in 
collecting materials for the compilation of his legend, mistook this obscure 
Eadmund for the more celebrated king of the East-Angles, and thus com- 
mitted the gross anachronism of making the latter cotemporary with Offa. 

This legend then, may be dismissed as one which relates to events which 
occurred, and persons who lived, many years before S. Eadmund's birth. 
But before I proceed to examine that in the C. C. MS., I must inform my 
readers there is another legend in which mention is made of Alkmund 
and his wife Siwara.t It relates that '^ Edwald, their son, declined the 
crown, after Eadmund's death, retired to Ceme in Dorsetshire, there became 
a hermit, and died in the odour of sanctity." If * Edwald ' were a son of 
Alchmund, king of Kent, he would be cotemporary with Offa ; and the coins, 
above described, of Eadwald may possibly have been minted by his authority. 

The legend from the C. C. MS. is worthy of attentive examination, as it 
has many marks of having been copied from an original of much greater 
antiquity. The corruptions in the names *Edyve,' *Wymound,' *Egeland' 
and * Edemound,' are such as were usual with the Norman transcribers of 
Saxon chronicles. Of the four wedded brethren, I have been unable to 
identify Alrike alone. In ' Athelstane,' I recognize the natural son of Ecg- 
beorht, or iBtheluulf, who was appointed on the death of Ecgbeorht, in 838, 

* Printed in th9<< Momwtieon Anglicannm," toI. i, p. 468. 
t Leiand's " Itinenryy" toI. viii, fo. 96a. See also Leland'f <' Collectanea/' vol. 11. ; Speed's " History of 
Great Britain ;" '' Honasticon Angllcanam/' toI. ii. 



16 NUMISMATIC HISTORY OF 

to the government of the dependent kingdoms. * Wymound ' I take to be the 
same as Vigmund, son of Wiglaf, king of the Mercians. The name * Egeland/ 
as it stands, is very corrupt, and must be stripped of its Norman disguise. 
The difference between ji and n in many Saxon MSS. is very slight ; the 
first stroke of the former letter being longer than that of the latter, a 
trifling abrasure might lead an incautious copyist to mistake one for the 
other. This mistake has certainly been made in one instance by the writer 
of this legend ; Wymound's earldom being called in one place ' Doune,' and 
in another * Dover' (Doujie). 

Again ; the Normans frequently mistook the Saxon letter S for 5. 
Instances of this occur in almost every page of their compilations from 
the Saxon chronicles; thus they transformed the names of ^thelberht, 
king of East- Angles, into Agilbrict and Egilbright; for ^thelred, they 
wrotd Egelred ; for ^thelnoth, Egelnoth and Eyglnoth ; for JEthelsige, 
Egelsine. 

In the name ' Egeland,' both these mistakes seem to have been made ; in 
the original Saxon it was probably * Ethelard,' i.e. -ffilthelheard or iEthelweard. 
Suppose that the correct reading should be Ethelward or ^thelweard, and 
we have as the father of Eadmund, an individual of whom a number of coins 
exist, so perfectly resembling in every respect the money of that prince, that 
they are clearly of the same date. When we recollect that Eadmund 
ascended the throne at the tender age of fourteen, it will not seem impro- 
bable that his father might have been associated with him in the royal 
dignity, or have acted as regent during the first years of his reign, and in 
that capacity have exercised the right of coinage. 

By the kingdom which Athelstane obtained on the death of his relative, 
I conceive the conquered provinces of Kent, Essex, &c. are intended, since 
the dignities which he is said to have conferred on Wymound and Alrike 
belonged to the Kentish, and that which fell to Egeland's share to the East- 
Saxon territory. Our ^thelstan must have been king of the East- Angles 
as early as 823, and his not being mentioned in the legend as having 
attained any royal dignity before the death of the then reigning king, is a 
difliculty which I confess I am unable to explain. In other respects the 
legend agrees remarkably with authentic history. The marriage of Egeland 
and Edy ve was solemnized soon after Athelstane's accession ; the trial of 
both for alleged conspiracy took place not long afterwards ; and the birth 
of Edemound followed immediately the triumphant vindication of his 
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mother, ^thelstan became king of Kent in 838, and Eadmund was bom 
in 841. This coincidence should not be overlooked. 

There must have been some peculiar relation between the royal families 
of Wessez and East-Anglia, in the ninth century. Else, why did the East- 
Angles seek Ecgbeorht's assistance in 823 ? and why did Ecgbeorht, who 
conquered, and assumed the sovereignty of, Kent, Essex, and Sussex, and 
who exacted homage and tribute from the British, Mercian, and North- 
Humbrian kings, content himself with protecting the East- Angles ? Let us 
admit, (where certainty is, as in this case, after a lapse of a thousand years, 
unattainable, some little liberty may be allowed to conjectures which are not 
quite without foundation), that Eadwald, who, on numismatic evidence, 
appears to have reigned in East-Anglia, was a son of Alchmund, king of 
Kent, and if so, brother of Ecgbeorht ; and that ^thelstan, who also appears, 
from a long series of coins, to have been king of the East- Angles for many 
years subsequent to 823 or 825, and who from the legend appears to have 
been the maternal uncle of Eadmund, the saint and martyr, was Ecgbeorhf s 
natural son or grandson; we can then perfectly understand the reasons 
which induced Ecgbeorht to spare East-Anglia alone of all the other king- 
doms, and instead of including her in his schemes of conquest, to become 
her protector. 

Such is the result of my efforts to unravel the tangled web of fiction 
in which the history of this kingdom is involved, and to penetrate the gloom 
which shrouds the origin of the royal martyr Eadmund. 

The coins of this prince are not now so rare as they were formerly;* 
their types are as follow : — 

1. EADMVND REX AN. A cross, a crescent in each angle. 
+EDELHELM MO- A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL IV. fig. 1. 

2. EADMVND REX AN. A cross, a crescent in each angle. 
AEDELHELM, A cross, a wedge in each angle. PL IV. fig. 2. 

3. +EADMVND REX. A cross, a pellet in each angle. 
+BAELHELMM. Same type. PL IV. fig. 3- 

4. + EADMVND REX. Letter A. 

+ EADWALD MO. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL IV. fig. 4. 

* The GraTeseod hoard contained fifty Bpecimens. 
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6. +EADMVND REX. Letter A. 

+ EADWALD MON. (Retrograde.) A cross, a pellet in each angle. 

PI. IV. fig. 5. 
6. +EADMVND REX. Letter A. 

SILERED MOE. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PI. IV. fig. 6. 











7. +EADMVND REX AN. Letter A. 

+ SILERED MONET. A cross, a wedge in each angle. 

8. + EADMVND REX AN. An imperfect cross,issuingfrom two annulets. 
+TWICGA MON. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL IV. fig. 7. 

9. + EADMVND REX AN. A cross, issuing from two annulets. 
+TWICGA MON. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL IV. fig. 8. 

10. + EADMVND REX AN. A cross, issuing from two annulets. 
+TWICGAMON. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL IV. fig. 9. 

11. +EADMVND REX. 

+TWICGAMON. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL IV. fig. 10. 

12. + EADMVND REX AN. 

+DVDDA MONE. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL IV. fig. 11. 

13. + EADMVND REX. 

BEORNFERD MO. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL IV. fig. 12. 

Eadmund's moneyers are, — 
AETHELHELM, ALEX, BAELHELM. BEORNFERTH. 

BEORNHAEH, EADBERHT, ETHELWLF, 
DEC ALE, EADWALD, SIGERED, 

EADMVND, EADWARD, TWICGA, 

Some of these names, particularly that of ETHELWLF, are firequently 
-very much blundered and misspelt. I have not added to this list SILERED, 
for two reasons : the first, that it is not a Saxon naine ; and the second, that 
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I believe the character f on No. 6 is the Greek gamma, which is used as 
G on the seal of Ethelwold, Bishop of Dunwich,"* and the L on No. 7 is 
the same character inverted. Instead, therefore, of SILERED, I read 
SIGERED. 

I can offer no satisfactory explanation of the very singular types of Nos. 
9 and 10 of ^thelweard, and Nos. 8 to 13 of Eadmund. 

From the coins which follow, of Oswald and ^thelred, it will appear 
that the succession of native kings of the East- Angles did not cease with 
Eadmund. 

Of OSWALD we have one entire coin and a fragment of another, both 
found at Guerdale. 

1. +OSWALDRE. Letter A. 

+OWLADNME. A cross. PI. V. fig. 1. 

2. LDRK The Christian temple. 

+BEO 10. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL V. fig. 2. 

Of ^THELRED, the three following, of which the first and last are 
from Guerdale ; the other has been in the British Museum for some years, 
and is said to have been found at Seafield.t 

1 . + EDIEFREIIRE. The Christian temple. 

+ AAIIIEVOVIII. A cross, a pellet m each angle. PL V. fig. 3. 

2. +EDELREDRE. The Christian temple. 

+BEORNHAE. A cross, a pellet in each angle. PL V. fig. 4. 

3. +EDELRED RE. The Christian temple. 

+HEAHMOD MT. A cross-croslet, a pellet in each angle. PL V. fig, 6. 

A comparison of No. 2 of Oswald with No. 2 of -3Ethelred, will show 
that the moneyer on the former is BEORNHAE, a name which appears on 
some of Eadmund's coins. This name, the type of No. 1 of Oswald, and 
several peculiarly formed letters, connect these coins with those of Eadmund 
and iBthelweard, and make it probable that they are of East- Anglian origin. 
No. 3 of ^thelred is much neater in execution than No. 1 of ^thelweard. 



* Fignred in Archesologia, vol. xz, p. 479. 
t There is no such place as Seafield. Sleaford, in Lincolnshire, has a somewhat similar sounds and, possibly, 
may be the place where this coin was found. 
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yet they have one feature in common, which does not appear on any other 
coins of that period — ^the saltire, instead of the upright cross, to mark the 
the commencement of the legend on each side ; and both have a cross-croslet^ 
one as the reverse, the other as the obverse, tjrpe. 

The Christian temple, the type of one of Oswald's and of all ^thelred's 
coins, is of French origin. It first appears on those coins of Charlemagne 
which were minted after his invasion of Italy, and is of frequent occurrence 
on the money of his successors on the throne of France, until the time of 
Charles-le-Simple, and of some other princes who claimed kindred with the 
Carlovingian dynasty. It must, however, be remarked, that, with the 
exception of some blundered pieces, struck at Quentovic, found along with 
these at Cuerdale, the type of the temple is never found on French coins 
accompanying, (as on these), the name of the king on the obverse. 

^thelred, king of the West-Saxons, died in 871, one year after S. Ead- 
mund's martyrdom. It is just possible that he might have coined money 
in East-Anglia, during that short period : but when it is considered that, in 
the last years of his reign, he was too fully occupied in the struggle for the 
preservation of his own dominions from the ravages of the Danes, to think of 
asserting authority over any other kingdom, it will appear more probable 
that on these coins of Oswald and ^thelred, we have the names of two other- 
wise unrecorded successors of Eadmund, during the troubles of East-Anglia, 
(indeed of the whole island), between A.D. 870 and 878. 

Gorm, or Guthrun, originally king of a petty district in Jutland, after- 
wards of Lethra, was one of the leaders of the Danish army which invaded 
North-Humbria, in the year 868. In the accounts of that invasion his name 
frequently appears. In 878, he was defeated by the great Alfred, embraced 
the Christian religion, received at his baptism the name ^thelstan, and was 
permitted to reign over East-Anglia, already occupied by large numbers of 
his countrymen. He died in 890. 

An earlier place in the series has been assigned to those coins, which were 
formerly attributed to this prince. Those which really belong to him were 
first made known to numismatists by the discovery of the Cuerdale hoard, 
which contained twenty-four specimens of his money. Of these I have 
selected four for illustration. 

1. ED EL TA RE. A small cross. 

CIOL WLF. In two lines. PL V. fig. 6. 
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2. +ED EL TA NV. A small cross. 

IVDEL BERD. In two lines. PI. V. fig. 7. 

3. +ED EL TAN RE. A small cross. 

ELDA ME FEC. In two lines. PL V. fig. 8. 

4. +ED EL I A RE. A small cross. 

EDEL TARE. In two Unes. PL V. fig. 9. 

It is not a little remarkable, that the correct legend, ED EL STAN RE, 
does not occur on one of his coins. Besides the above variations from it, we 
have the following : — 

ED EL lA NV, ED lA EL MA, ED EL SA NV, 

ED EL SAN RE, ED EL SH RE. 

Of the reverse legends, that of No. 4, which is a repetition of the 
name and title, is most worthy of notice. Mr. Sheppard of Frome, 
has a coin with the same legend on the reverse, and +ED EL TA RE 
on the obverse ; this, he informs me, was in his brother's collection for 
many years previous to the discovery of the Guerdale hoard, and was sup- 
posed to be a blundered coin of Alfred. The division of the obverse 
legend into groups, of two or three letters each, is a peculiarity observable 
only on the money of this prince and his cotemporaries ; and the expression 
" Me fedti^ following the name of the moneyer on No. 3, is found on 
some coins of Alfred, and his immediate successors, and on those which 
were struck in honour of S. Eadmund, in various parts of the island, after 
his death. 

On ^thelstan's coins we have the following names of moneyers : — 
ABENEL, BERICBE, ELDA, with ENODAS, 

AELVEN, CIOLWLF, MEFE and MEFEC, ECWVLF, 

BERTER,' CVNTERE, OELDAI, IVDELBERD. 

Six of these appear to have worked for Alfred. 

With these coins of ^thelstan, we bring to a close the numismatic 
history of East-Anglia. 

The series with which our attention has just been occupied, far sur- 
passes in historical importance that of any other of the Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms. The coins of Mercia, Kent, Wessex, and, (with few exceptions), 
of North-Humbria, belong to kings whose names are found in chronicles 
or charters ; but the coins of East-Anglia during the greater part of the 
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ninth century are its only evidences, and enable us to record the following 
as the probable succession of its kings : — 

iETHELBERHT, murdered by Offa in 793. 

EADWALD, must have been cotemporary with Offa, and Coenuulf ; his 

reign may therefore be dated about a. d. 800. 
^THELSTAN, his earlier coins prove that he was reigning in 825, perhaps 

also in 823 ; his later ones, that his life was prolonged to a period not 

far removed from the times of Eadmund, whose imcle, (if any reliance 

may be placed in the curious legend which has been quoted), he was. 

If the same person as ^thelstan, the son or grandson of Ecgbeorht, 

he died in 852. 
BEORHTRIC, possibly a son of Berhtuulf, king of the Mercians. 
^THELWEARD, cotemporary, perhaps associated in the royal dignity 

with 
EADMUND. He ascended the throne in 855, and was killed in 870. 
OSWALD, and i reigned successively in East-Anglia soon after Eadmund's 
^THELRED, S death. 
^THELSTAN. The government of East-Anglia was given to him in 878, 

and he died in 890. 

The names of three kings, of Danish origin, who reigned in East-Anglia 

after this date, have been preserved. They are, 
GUTHRUN II., who succeeded -Slthelstan or Guthrun I., and abandoned 

the country early in the tenth century ; 
ERIC, or EOHRIC, who is said to have been killed in 905, after a reign of 

fourteen years ; and 
GYTRO, who was cotemporary with -Slthelstan the sole monarch. The 

two last are mentioned only by the Norman chroniclers, who, doubtless, 

had many sources of information which have perished in the lapse 

of time. 
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